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1
ARC WELDING DEVICE AND ARC
WELDING SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-
224843, filed on October 4, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are directed to an arc
welding device and an arc welding system.

BACKGROUND

Many welding methods for suppressing sputtering and car-
rying out stable welding have been proposed from the prior
art in a gas shield arc welding using a consumable electrode.

In a method for controlling an arc welding device, the
length of an arc generation period of one time is detected, an
output voltage of a welding power supply in the next arc
generation period is reduced proportional to the length of the
detected arc generation period, and a welding current in the
next arc generation period is increased inversely proportional
to the length of the arc generation period of one time in an aim
of enhancing the response speed and rapidly recovering the
stable welding state is known. A technique described in Japa-
nese Patent Publication No. 4028075 is related to such prior
art.

In the conventional welding control method, however, the
welding current (broken line portion of FIG. 4) for opening
the short circuit during the welding often does not have the
short circuit current waveform appropriate for the welding
state since the increase rate thereof is constant every time, as
with the waveforms of the welding current and the welding
voltage illustrated in FIG. 4. Thus, the short circuit may not be
normally opened and an abnormal short circuit may occur,
and the welding may become unstable.

The sputtering may occur greatly by setting the increase
rate of the short circuit current to a large value in advance
taking into consideration the lack of heat input and the
response to when the welding becomes unstable.

SUMMARY

An arc welding device according to an aspect of the
embodiment carries out welding while repeatedly generating
a short circuit state and an arc state between a consumable
electrode and a welding member. The arc welding device
includes a detection unit and an adjustment unit. The detec-
tion unit detects at least one of a length of a short circuit
generation period of this time and a length of an arc genera-
tion period of this time. The adjustment unit adjusts an
increase rate of a short circuit current in a short circuit gen-
eration period of next time according to at least one of the
length of the short circuit generation period and the length of
the arc generation period detected by the detection unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

A more complete appreciation of the invention and many of
the attendant advantages thereof will be readily obtained as
the same becomes better understood by reference to the fol-
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2

lowing detailed description when considered in connection
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1is a view illustrating a configuration of an arc weld-
ing device according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is aview illustrating waveforms of a welding current
and a welding voltage in the arc welding device according to
the embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a configuration of an arc weld-
ing system according to the embodiment; and

FIG. 4is aview illustrating waveforms of a welding current
and a welding voltage according to a prior art.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An arc welding device according to an embodiment carries
out welding while repeatedly generating a short circuit state
and an arc state between a consumable electrode and a weld-
ing member. The arc welding device includes a detection unit
and an adjustment unit. The detection unit detects at least one
of'the length of the short circuit generation period of this time
and the length of the arc generation period of this time. The
adjustment unit adjusts the increase rate of the short circuit
current in the short circuit generation period of next time
according to at least one of the length of the short circuit
generation period and the length of the arc generation period
detected by the detection unit.

Embodiments of the arc welding device and the arc weld-
ing system disclosed in the present application will be here-
inafter described based on the drawings.

FIG. 1is a view illustrating a configuration of an arc weld-
ing device according to the embodiment. The power is sup-
plied to an arc welding power supply 1 from an AC (Alter-
nating Current) commercial power supply 2. The commercial
power supply 2 is connected to an input side of a primary
rectifying circuit 3 in the arc welding power supply 1.

The primary rectifying circuit 3 rectifies the input AC and
outputs the same to a switching unit 5. The switching unit 5
performs a PWM control on the output of the primary recti-
fying circuit 3 so that a welding current command value and
a welding voltage command value provided from a welding
control unit 4, and the actual welding current value and weld-
ing voltage value match. The welding current value is
detected by a current detector 9 and the welding voltage value
is detected by a voltage detector 10.

The welding control unit 4 controls the welding current
value and the welding voltage value upon receiving feedback
from the current detector 9 and the voltage detector 10. Fur-
thermore, a supply and feed device 15 for supplying and
feeding a welding wire 14 is controlled to supply and feed the
welding wire to a work W at a predetermined speed.

The output of the switching unit 5 is connected to a primary
side of a main transformer 6, and a secondary side of the main
transformer 6 is connected to an input side of a secondary
rectifying circuit 7. An output terminal 11 is connected to one
output side of the secondary rectifying circuit 7 through a DC
reactor 8, and an output terminal 12 is connected to the other
output side of the secondary rectifying circuit 7.

One of two output terminals is connected to the welding
wire 14 through a welding torch 13, and the other is connected
to the work W.

An external controller 16 gives a command to the arc
welding power supply 1 and monitors the welding state out-
put from the arc welding power supply 1. When carrying out
welding, the external controller 16 gives a command of the
welding voltage and the welding current to the arc welding
power supply 1. The command of the welding voltage and the
welding current given from the external controller 16 to the
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arc welding power supply 1 is a rough command such as an
average of the absolute value of the voltage value and the
current value during the welding operation, where the arc
welding power supply 1 supplies the welding current and the
welding voltage between the welding wire 14 and the work W
according to the command from the external controller 16 and
appropriately controls the same in units of 1 us to 1 ms to melt
the distal end portion of the welding wire 14 and carry out
welding.

The arc welding power supply 1 carries out a constant
current control by the welding current command and releases
(opens) the short circuit when short circuit occurs, and the arc
welding power supply 1 carries out a constant voltage control
by the welding voltage command to melt the welding wire
when arc occurs, so that control is performed to stably repeat
the short circuit state and the arc state.

Various types of parameters for determining the shape of
the welding current waveform pattern or the like during weld-
ing are stored in a storage unit 17 of the arc welding power
supply 1 in advance. The storage unit 17 is specifically con-
figured by a nonvolatile memory, or the like. The waveforms
of the welding voltage and the welding current can be vari-
ously changed according to the waveform pattern by the
process in the switching unit 5.

In FIG. 1, the portion of supplying the shield gas for pro-
tecting the arc to the distal end portion of the welding wire is
omitted.

In the present embodiment, the length of the short circuit
period and the length of the arc period, or the average value of
the welding voltage is measured, and the increase rate of the
welding current in the next short circuit period is changed
according to such value.

In the present embodiment, whether the short circuit gen-
eration period or the arc generation period is determined in
the welding control unit 4 using the detection value of the
voltage detector 10. Specifically, determination is made as the
short circuit generation period (short circuit period) if the
voltage value is smaller than or equal to a predetermined
value, and determination is made as the arc generation period
(arc period) if the voltage value is greater than the predeter-
mined value. Such predetermined value can be stored in the
storage unit 17 as a parameter. The length of the short circuit
period and the length of the arc period of each time can be
acquired by starting/stopping the timing by the timer (not
illustrated) in the welding control unit 4 every time the short
circuit period and the arc period is switched.

The detection value of the voltage detector 10 may be
acquired and accumulated for every predetermined sampling
time, and the accumulated value may be divided by the sum of
the length of the short circuit period and the length of the arc
period for one time to acquire the actual average voltage value
in one cycle of the short circuit period and the arc period.

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating the waveforms of the welding
current and the welding voltage in the arc welding device
according to the embodiment.

In FIG. 2, Ts1, Ts2, and Ts3 represent the short circuit
period and Tal, Ta2, and Ta3 represent the arc period. As
described above, the short circuit state and the arc state are
repeated in a short cycle in the units of 1 us to 1 ms during the
welding operation. In FIG. 2, one part of the welding current
and the welding voltage in the welding operation is extracted.
Als1, Als2, and Als3 represent the increase rate per unit time
of the welding current at Ts1, Ts2, and Ts3, respectively. In
the present embodiment, command is made to linearly
increase the welding current in the short circuit period.

A first embodiment will be described below.
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In the first embodiment, the welding control unit 4 outputs
a command to the switching unit 5 to measure the length of
the short circuit period and to increase the increase rate of the
short circuit current in the short circuit period of next time
when the short circuit period becomes long. The welding
control unit 4 outputs a command to the switching unit 5 to
reduce the increase rate of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time when the short circuit period
becomes short. That is, when the short circuit period becomes
long, the amount of heat input to the work becomes small and
abnormality short circuit tends to easily occur, and thus this is
to be suppressed to stabilize the welding. The welding control
unit 4 serves as the detection unit and the adjustment unit.

Taking FIG. 2 by way of example, the increase rate Als2 of
the short circuit current in the short circuit period Ts2 changes
in cooperation with the length of the short circuit period Ts1,
and the increase rate Als3 of the short circuit current in the
short circuit period Ts3 changes in cooperation with the
length of the short circuit period Ts2.

A specific example of a method for determining the
increase rate of the short circuit current will be described.

The minimum value of the increase rate of the short circuit
current is defined in advance, and a value obtained by adding
a value corresponding to the length of the actual short circuit
period to the minimum value is assumed as the increase rate
of the short circuit current in the short circuit period of next
time.

The increase rate Als of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time is determined according to (equa-
tion 1), where Als [A/ms] is the increase rate of the short
circuit current, Als_min [A/ms] is the minimum value of the
increase rate of the short circuit current, and is [ms] is the
length of the actual short circuit period.

Als=Als_min+(Bsl-ts) (equation 1)

Here, Bs1 [A/ms?] is the weighting coefficient associated
with the length of the short circuit period, and is a positive
constant. Appropriate values are determined for Als_min,
Bsl1 by conducting experiments in advance. Als_min, Bsl
may be stored in the storage unit 17 as parameters, and may be
changed as necessary with change in welding conditions. If
Als obtained by (equation 1) is too large and is inappropriate,
the increase rate of the short circuit current may be assumed
as a defined value set in advance.

In another method of determining the increase rate of the
short circuit current, a reference value of the increase rate of
the short circuit current and a reference value of the short
circuit period may be defined in advance, and a value obtained
by increasing or decreasing the reference value of the increase
rate of the short current by the difference of the reference
value of the short circuit period and the length of the actual
short circuit period may be assumed as the increase rate of the
short circuit current in the short circuit period of next time.

The increase rate Als of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time may be determined according to
(equation 2), where Als_ref [A/ms] is the reference value of
the increase rate of the short circuit current, Ts [ms] is the
reference value of the short circuit period, and is [ms] is the
length of the actual short circuit period.

Als=Als_ref+Bs2-(ts-Ts) (equation 2)

Here, Bs2 [A/ms?] is the weighting coefficient associated
with the length of the short circuit period and is a positive
constant, similar to Bs1 of (equation 1). Appropriate values
are determined for Als_ref, Bs2, Is by conducting experi-
ments in advance. Als_ref, Bs2, Is may be stored in the stor-
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age unit 17 as parameters, and may be changed as necessary
with change in welding conditions.

According to (equation 2), Als is a value greater than Als_
ref if the length of the actual short circuit period ts is longer
than the reference value Ts, and Als is a value smaller than
Als_ref if the length of the actual short circuit period ts is
shorter than the reference value Ts. In other words, Ts acts
like a threshold value on whether to make the increase rate of
the short circuit current greater or smaller than the reference
value. If Als obtained by (equation 2) is too large or too small
and is inappropriate, the increase rate of the short circuit
current may be assumed as a defined value set in advance.

As another further method of determining the increase rate
of the short circuit current, a plurality of threshold values
Ts_thl, Ts_th2, Ts_th3, Ts_thd, (where
0<Ts_th1<Ts_th2<Ts_th3<Ts_th4< ... ) may be set for the
length of the short circuit period, and the increase rate Als of
the short circuit current in the short circuit period of next time
may be determined according to (equation 3) in accordance
with the length ts[ms] of the actual short circuit period, rather
than obtaining the increase rate of the short circuit current in
a non-step manner as in (equation 1) and (equation 2).

In the case of 0 <is < Ts_thl, A Is = Asl
In the case of Ts_thl < s < Ts_th2, Als = As2
In the case of Ts_th2 < s < Ts_th3, Als = As3
In the case of Ts_th3 < s < Ts_th4, Als = As4

(where 0 < Asl < As2 < As3 < Asd)

(equation 3)

Appropriate values are determined for Ts_thl to Ts_th4,
Asl1 to As4 by conducting experiments in advance. Ts_thl to
Ts_th4, Asl to As4 may be stored in the storage unit 17 as
parameters, and may be changed as necessary with change in
welding conditions. Als is changed in four stages in (equation
3), but it should be recognized that the number of stages is
merely an example.

As described above, as the short circuit period becomes
longer, the increase rate of the short circuit current is made
larger in the short circuit period of next time and the short
circuit is rapidly opened, so that the abnormal short circuit at
the time of opening the short circuit is suppressed and the
welding is prevented from becoming unstable, and the occur-
rence of sputtering can be suppressed.

A second embodiment will be described.

The length of the short circuit period is measured, and the
increase rate of the short circuit current in the short circuit
period of next time is changed according to the length of the
short circuit period in the first embodiment, but in the second
embodiment, the welding control unit 4 outputs a command
to the switching unit 5 to measure the length of the arc period,
and to reduce the increase rate of the short circuit current in
the short circuit period of next time when the arc period
becomes long. The welding control unit 4 outputs a command
to the switching unit 5 to increase the increase rate of the short
circuit current in the short circuit period of next time when the
arc period becomes short. That is, when the arc period
becomes short, the amount of heat input to the work becomes
small and abnormality short circuit tends to easily occur, and
thus this is to be suppressed to stabilize the welding. The
welding control unit 4 serves as the detection unit and the
adjustment unit.

Taking FIG. 2 by way of example, the increase rate Als2 of
the short circuit current in the short circuit period Ts2 changes
in cooperation with the length of the arc period Tal, and the

20

25

30

40

45

55

6

increase rate Als3 of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period Ts3 changes in cooperation with the length of
the arc period Ta2.

A specific example of a method for determining the
increase rate of the short circuit current will be described.

The maximum value of the increase rate of the short circuit
current is defined in advance, and a value obtained by sub-
tracting a value corresponding to the length of the actual arc
period from the maximum value is assumed as the increase
rate of the short circuit current in the short circuit period of
next time.

The increase rate Als of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time is determined according to (equa-
tion 4), where Als [A/ms] is the increase rate of the short
circuit current, Als_max [A/ms] is the maximum value of the
increase rate of the short circuit current, and to [ms] is the
length of the actual arc period.

Als=Als_max-(Bal-ta) (equation 4)

Here, Bal [A/ms?] is the weighting coefficient associated
with the length of the arc period, and is a positive constant.
Appropriate values are determined for Als_max, Bal by con-
ducting experiments in advance. Als_max, Bal may be stored
in the storage unit 17 as parameters, and may be changed as
necessary with change in welding conditions. If Als obtained
by (equation 4) is too small and is inappropriate, the increase
rate of the short circuit current may be assumed as a defined
value set in advance.

In another method of determining the increase rate of the
short circuit current, a reference value of the increase rate of
the short circuit current and a reference value of the arc period
may be defined in advance, and a value obtained by increasing
or decreasing the reference value of the increase rate of the
short current by the difference of the reference value ofthe arc
period and the length of the actual arc period may be assumed
as the increase rate of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time.

The increase rate Als of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time may be determined according to
(equation 5), where Als_ref [A/ms] is the reference value of
the increase rate of the short circuit current, Ta [ms] is the
reference value of the arc period, and to [ms] is the length of
the actual arc period.

Als=Als_ref-Ba2-(ta-Ta) (equation 5)

Here, Ba2 [A/ms?] is the weighting coefficient associated
with the length of the arc period and is a positive constant,
similar to Bal of (equation 4). Appropriate values are deter-
mined for Als_ref, Ba2, Ta by conducting experiments in
advance. Als_ref, Ba2, Ta may be stored in the storage unit 17
as parameters, and may be changed as necessary with change
in welding conditions.

According to (equation 5), Als is a value smaller than
Als_ref if the length of the actual arc period ta is longer than
the reference value Ta, and Als is a value greater than Als_ref
if the length of the actual arc period ta is shorter than the
reference value Ta. In other words, Ta acts like a threshold
value on whether to make the increase rate of the short circuit
current greater or smaller than the reference value. If Als
obtained by (equation 5) is too small or too large and is
inappropriate, the increase rate of the short circuit current
may be assumed as a defined value set in advance.

As another further method of determining the increase rate
of the short circuit current, a plurality of threshold values
Ta_thl, Ta_th2, Ta_th3, Ta_thd4, . (where
0<Ta_th1<Ta_th2<Ta_th3<Ta_th4<. .. ) may be set for the
length of the arc period, and the increase rate Als of the short
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circuit current in the short circuit period of next time may be
determined according to (equation 6) in accordance with the
length ta[ms] of the actual arc period, rather than obtaining
the increase rate of the short circuit current in a non-step
manner as in (equation 4) and (equation 5).

In the case of 0 <ra < Ta_thl, Als = Aal
In the case of Ta_thl < ra < Ta_th2, Als = Aa2
In the case of Ta_th2 < ra < Ta_th3, Als = Aa3
In the case of Ta_th3 < ra < Ta_th4d, Als = Aad
(where Aal > Aa2 > Aa3 > Aad > 0)

(equation 6)

Appropriate values are determined for Ta_th1 to Ta_thd4,
Aal to Aad by conducting experiments in advance. Ta_th1 to
Ta_thd4, Aal to Aad4 may be stored in the storage unit 17 as
parameters, and may be changed as necessary with change in
welding conditions. Als is changed in four stages in (equation
6), but it should be recognized that the number of stages is
merely an example.

As described above, as the arc period becomes shorter, the
increase rate of the short circuit current is made larger in the
short circuit period of next time and the short circuit is rapidly
opened, so that the abnormal short circuit at the time of
opening the short circuit is suppressed and the welding is
prevented from becoming unstable, and the occurrence of
sputtering can be suppressed.

A third embodiment will now be described.

In the first embodiment and the second embodiment, the
length of the short circuit period and the length of the arc
period are measured, and the increase rate of the short circuit
current in the short circuit period of next time is changed
according to the respective length, but in the third embodi-
ment, the welding control unit4 measures an average welding
voltage value in the short circuit period and the arc period, and
outputs a command to the switching unit 5 to reduce the
increase rate of the short circuit current in the short circuit
period of next time when the average voltage value becomes
large. When the average welding voltage value in the short
circuit period and the arc period becomes small, on the other
hand, the welding control unit 4 outputs a command to the
switching unit 5 to increase the increase rate of the short
circuit current in the short circuit period of next time. That is,
when the average voltage value becomes small, the amount of
heat input to the work becomes small and abnormality short
circuit tends to easily occur, and thus this is to be suppressed
to stabilize the welding. The welding control unit 4 serves as
the detection unit and the adjustment unit.

Taking FIG. 2 by way of example, the increase rate Als2 of
the short circuit current in the short circuit period Ts2 changes
in cooperation with the average welding voltage value V1 in
the short circuit period Ts1 and the arc period Tal, and the
increase rate Als3 of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period Ts3 changes in cooperation with the average
welding voltage value V2 of the short circuit period Ts2 and
the arc period Ta2.

In FIG. 2, the average welding voltage values V1, V2, V3
are indicated with a horizontal line segment illustrated with a
chain dashed line.

A specific example of a method for determining the
increase rate of the short circuit current will be described.

The maximum value of the increase rate of the short circuit
current is defined in advance, and a value obtained by sub-
tracting a value corresponding to the average welding voltage
value in the actual short circuit period and the arc period from
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the maximum value is assumed as the increase rate of the
short circuit current in the short circuit period of next time.

The increase rate Als of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time is determined according to (equa-
tion 7), where Als [A/ms] is the increase rate of the short
circuit current, Als_max [A/ms] is the maximum value of the
increase rate of the short circuit current, and va [V] is the
average welding voltage value in the actual short circuit
period and the arc period.

Als=Als_max-(Bvlva) (equation 7)

Here, Bv1 [A/(ms V)] is the weighting coefficient associ-
ated with the length of the short circuit period, and is a
positive constant. Appropriate values are determined for Als_
max, Bvl by conducting experiments in advance. Als_max,
Bv1 may be stored in the storage unit 17 as parameters, and
may be changed as necessary with change in welding condi-
tions. If Als obtained by (equation 7) is too small and is
inappropriate, the increase rate of the short circuit current
may be assumed as a defined value set in advance.

In another method of determining the increase rate of the
short circuit current, a reference value of the increase rate of
the short circuit current and a reference value of the average
welding voltage value in the short circuit period and the arc
period may be defined in advance, and a value obtained by
increasing or decreasing the reference value of the increase
rate of the short circuit current by the difference of the refer-
ence value ofthe average welding voltage value and the actual
average welding voltage value may be assumed as the
increase rate of the short circuit current in the short circuit
period of next time.

The increase rate Als of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time may be determined according to
(equation 8), where Als_ref [A/ms] is the reference value of
the increase rate of the short circuit current, Va [V] is the
reference value of the average welding voltage value, and va
[V] is the average welding voltage value in the actual short
circuit period and the arc period.

Als=Als_ref~-Bv2-(va-Va) (equation 8)

Here, Bv2 [A/(ms V)] is the weighting coefficient associ-
ated with the average welding voltage value and is a positive
constant, similar to Bv1 of (equation 7). Appropriate values
are determined for Als_ref, Bv2 by conducting experiments
in advance. Als_ref, Bv2 may be stored in the storage unit 17
as parameters, and may be changed as necessary with change
in welding conditions.

According to (equation 8), Als is a value smaller than
Als_ref if the actual average welding voltage value va is
greater than the reference value Va, and Als is a value greater
than Als_ref if the actual average welding voltage value va is
smaller than the reference value Va. In other words, Va acts
like a threshold value on whether to make the increase rate of
the short circuit current greater or smaller than the reference
value. If Als obtained by (equation 8) is too small or too large
and is inappropriate, the increase rate of the short circuit
current may be assumed as a defined value set in advance.

As another further method of determining the increase rate
of the short circuit current, a plurality of threshold values
Vthl, Vth2, Vth3, Vth4, . . (where
0<Vth1<Vth2<Vth3<Vth4<. .. ) may be set for the average
welding voltage value, and the increase rate Als of the short
circuit current in the short circuit period of next time may be
determined according to (equation 9) in accordance with the
actual average welding voltage value va[V], rather than
obtaining the increase rate of the short circuit current in a
non-step manner as in (equation 7) and (equation 8).
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In the case of 0 <va < Vihl, Als = Avl
In the case of Vihl < va < Vih2, Als = Av2
In the case of Vih2 <va < Vih3, Als = Av3
In the case of Vih3 < 1a < Vild, Als = Avd

(where Avl > Av2 > Av3 > Avd > 0)

(equation 9)

Appropriate values are determined for Vth1 to Vth4, Av1 to
Av4 by conducting experiments in advance. Vthl to Vthd4,
Av1 to Av4 may be stored in the storage unit 17 as parameters,
and may be changed as necessary with change in welding
conditions. Als is changed in four stages in (equation 9), but
it should be recognized that the number of stages is merely an
example.

As described above, as the average voltage value becomes
smaller, the increase rate of the short circuit current is made
larger in the short circuit period of next time and the short
circuit is rapidly opened, so that the abnormal short circuit at
the time of opening the short circuit is suppressed and the
welding is prevented from becoming unstable, and the occur-
rence of sputtering can be suppressed.

A fourth embodiment will now be described.

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a configuration of an arc weld-
ing system according to the embodiment. In FIG. 3, an arc
welding system in which the arc welding device described in
the first embodiment to the third embodiment is combined
with a robot 20 having a welding torch 13 attached at the distal
end is illustrated.

A feeding device 15 is mounted on the robot 20, so that a
welding wire 14 incorporated in a welding wire supply sec-
tion 19 is fed to the welding torch 13 at the distal end portion
of the robot.

The external controller 16 in FIG. 1 functions as a robot
controller in FIG. 3. In other words, the robot 20 is controlled
to variously change the position and the orientation of the
welding torch 13 at the distal end portion, so that the tip of the
welding torch 13 can carry out welding while being moved to
draw a desired welding line with respect to the work W. A
command related to welding is given to the arc welding power
supply 1, or the welding state is monitored.

Although omitted in FIG. 1, the shield gas is supplied from
a gas cylinder 18 to the welding torch 13 in FIG. 13.

According to the arc welding system as illustrated in FIG.
3, the increase rate of the short circuit current in the short
circuit period of next time is fluctuated according to the length
of' the short circuit period, the length of the arc period, or the
average value of the welding voltage values in the short circuit
period and the arc period to prevent the welding from becom-
ing unstable and suppress the occurrence of sputtering.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its
broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and rep-
resentative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. An arc welding device to carry out welding while repeat-
edly generating a short circuit state and an arc state between
a consumable electrode and a welding member, the are weld-
ing device comprising:

a storage unit that stores a predetermined parameter;

a detection unit configured to detect a length of a current

short circuit generation period;
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an adjustment unit programmed to adjust an increase rate
of a short circuit current in a next short circuit generation
period in accordance with the length of the current short
circuit generation period detected by the detection unit
and the predetermined parameter stored in the storage
unit; and

a switching unit that controls a welding current,

wherein the adjustment unit is programmed to output to the

switching unit a command that adjusts the increase rate
of the short circuit current in the next short circuit gen-
eration period in accordance with the length of the cur-
rent short circuit generation period detected by the
detection unit and the predetermined parameter stored in
the storage unit, and

wherein the switching unit controls the welding current

based on the command outputted by the adjustment unit.

2. The arc welding device according to claim 1, wherein

the adjustment unit increases the increase rate of the short

circuit current in the next short circuit generation period
as the length of the short circuit generation period
detected by the detection unit becomes larger, and
reduces the increase rate of the short circuit current in the
next short circuit generation period as the length of the
short circuit generation period detected by the detection
unit becomes smaller.

3. The arc welding device according to claim 1, wherein

the adjustment unit increases the increase rate of the short

circuit current in the next short circuit generation period
if the length of the short circuit generation period
detected by the detection unit is greater than a predeter-
mined threshold value, and reduces the increase rate of
the short circuit current in the next short circuit genera-
tion period if the length of the short circuit generation
period detected by the detection unit is smaller than the
predetermined threshold value.

4. An arc welding device to carry out welding while repeat-
edly generating a short circuit state and an arc state between
a consumable electrode and a welding member, the arc weld-
ing device comprising:

a storage unit that stores a predetermined parameter;

a detection unit that detects a length of a current arc gen-

eration period;

an adjustment unit programmed to adjust an increase rate

of a short circuit current in a next short circuit generation
period in accordance with the length of the current arc
generation period detected by the detection unit and the
predetermined parameter stored in the storage unit; and

a switching unit that controls a welding current,

wherein the adjustment unit is programmed to output to the

switching unit a command that adjusts the increase rate
of the short circuit current in the next short circuit gen-
eration period in accordance with the length of the cur-
rent arc generation period detected by the detection unit
and the predetermined parameter stored in the storage
unit, and

wherein the switching unit controls the welding current

based on the command outputted by the adjustment unit.

5. The arc welding device according to claim 4, wherein

the adjustment unit reduces the increase rate of the short

circuit current in the next short circuit generation period
as the length of the arc generation period detected by the
detection unit becomes larger, and increases the increase
rate of the short circuit current in the next short circuit
generation period as the length of the arc generation
period detected by the detection unit becomes smaller.
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6. The arc welding device according to claim 4, wherein

the adjustment unit reduces the increase rate of the short
circuit current in the next short circuit generation period
if the length of the arc generation period detected by the
detection unit is greater than a predetermined threshold
value, and increases the increase rate of the short circuit
current in the next short circuit generation period if the
length of the arc generation period detected by the detec-
tion unit is smaller than the predetermined threshold
value.

7. An arc welding device for carrying out welding while

repeatedly generating a short circuit state and an arc state
between a consumable electrode and a welding member, the
arc welding device comprising:

a storage unit that stores a predetermined parameter;
a detection unit that obtains an average value of welding
voltages in a current short circuit generation period and
a current arc generation period;
an adjustment unit programmed to adjust an increase rate
of'a short circuit current in a next short circuit generation
period in accordance with the average value of the weld-
ing voltages detected by the detection unit and the pre-
determined parameter stored in the storage unit; and
a switching unit that controls a welding current,
wherein the adjustment unit is programmed to output to the
switching unit a command that adjusts the increase rate
of the short circuit current in the next short circuit gen-
eration period in accordance with the average value of
the welding voltages detected by the detection unit and
the predetermined parameter stored in the storage unit,
and
wherein the switching unit controls the welding current
based on the command outputted by the adjustment unit.
8. The arc welding device according to claim 7, wherein
the adjustment unit reduces the increase rate of the short
circuit current in the next short circuit generation period
as the average value of the welding voltages becomes
greater, and increases the increase rate of the short cir-
cuit current in the next short circuit generation period as
the average value of the welding voltages becomes
smaller.
9. The arc welding device according to claim 7, wherein
the adjustment unit reduces the increase rate of the short
circuit current in the next short circuit generation period
if the average value of the welding voltages is greater
than a predetermined threshold value, and increases the
increase rate of the short circuit current in the next short
circuit generation period if the average value of the
welding voltages is smaller than the predetermined
threshold value.
10. An arc welding system comprising:
an arc welding device to carry out welding while repeat-
edly generating a short circuit state and an arc state
between a consumable electrode and a welding member;
and
a robot for relatively moving a distal end portion of the
consumable electrode with respect to the welding mem-
ber, wherein
the arc welding device includes:
a storage unit that stores a predetermined parameter;
a detection unit that detects a length of a current short
circuit generation period;
an adjustment unit programmed to adjust an increase
rate of a short circuit current in a next short circuit
generation period in accordance with the length of the
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current short circuit generation period detected by the
detectionunit and the predetermined parameter stored
in the storage unit; and

a switching unit configured to control a welding current,

wherein the adjustment unit is programmed to output to the
switching unit a command that increases the increase
rate of the short circuit current in the next short circuit
generation period as the length of the current short cir-
cuit generation period detected by the detection unit
becomes larger, and reduces the increase rate of the short
circuit current in the next short circuit generation period
as the length of the current short circuit generation
period detected by the detection unit becomes smaller,
and

wherein the switching unit controls the welding current
based on the command outputted by the adjustment unit.

11. An arc welding system comprising:

anarc welding device that carries out welding while repeat-
edly generating a short circuit state and an arc state
between a consumable electrode and a welding member;
and

a robot that relatively moves a distal end portion of the
consumable electrode with respect to the welding mem-
ber, wherein

the arc welding device includes:

a storage unit that stores a predetermined parameter;

a detection unit configured to detect a length of a current
arc generation period;

an adjustment unit programmed to adjust an increase
rate of a short circuit current in a next short circuit
generation period in accordance with the length of the
current arc generation period detected by the detec-
tion unit and the predetermined parameter stored in
the storage unit; and

a switching unit that controls a welding current,

wherein the adjustment unit is programmed to output to the
switching unit a command that reduces the increase rate
of the short circuit current in the next short circuit gen-
eration period as the length of the current are generation
period detected by the detection unit becomes larger, and
increases the increase rate of the short circuit current in
the next short circuit generation period as the length of
the current arc generation period detected by the detec-
tion unit becomes smaller, and

wherein the switching unit controls the welding current
based on the command outputted by the adjustment unit.

12. An arc welding system comprising:

anarc welding device that carries out welding while repeat-
edly generating a short circuit state and an arc state
between a consumable electrode and a welding member;
and

a robot that relatively moves a distal end portion of the
consumable electrode with respect to the welding mem-
ber, wherein

the arc welding device includes:

a storage unit that stores a predetermined parameter;

a detection unit configured to obtain an average value of
welding voltages in a current short circuit generation
period and a current arc generation period;

an adjustment unit programmed to adjust an increase
rate of a short circuit current in a next short circuit
generation period in accordance with the average
value of the welding voltages detected by the detec-
tion unit and the predetermined parameter stored in
the storage unit; and

a switching unit that controls a welding current,
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wherein the adjustment unit is programmed to output to the
switching unit a command that reduces the increase rate
of the short circuit current in the next short circuit gen-
eration period as the average value of the welding volt-
ages detected by the detection unit becomes larger, and 5
increases the increase rate of the short circuit current in
the next short circuit generation period as the average
value of the welding voltages detected by the detection
unit becomes smaller, and

wherein the switching unit controls the welding current 10
based on the command outputted by the adjustment unit.
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